PA R S O N R U S S E L L

TERRIER

INSTRUCTION

To my son Luca, caught up over the years in the tsunami of my passion, to which he has paid his
patient dues, providing me constantly with his sound support.
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INTRODUCTION
This is not exactly like the other books on breeds you have most probably read. It is a booklet, entirely free,
which aims to raise awareness about the breed itself. Though marked by scrupulous attention to detail it
also includes some light relief in the form of several short tales of daily life. My main purpose then, is to
present a picture of the Parson Russell Terrier for those who know nothing at all about the breed with the
help of photos and stories, perhaps making it less tedious than other book and, hopefully managing to rouse
the curiosity of those who have never heard of the Parson Russell Terrier.
This booklet is the fruit of a strong passion for the breed, which might go some way to supporting the
enthusiasm and passion of all those involved with the Parson Russell Terrier: breeders, private owners,
specialised companies and simply enthusiasts, all of whom make their very own contribution.
My wishes and thanks go to all those involved in the world of the Parson Russell Terrier, a world which I
find fascinating and full of love for the breed. Special thanks to those in the canine world for their advice and
support regarding terriers: Massimo Bellini, Suzan Pattyn, Cristhiane Lindenberg, Heidi Cristensen, judges
M. Baker and Svante Frisk, Gabriele Stagi, and all those who share my hopes and dreams.
To all, my greatest appreciation and profound respect.

Corrado de Rose
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HISTORY

OF THE BREED

The history of the “Parson Jack Russell Terrier” is well known to most of you
A rapid search on the Internet will throw up any number of hits, and it is not for me to bore readers with
endless repetitions. A short summary, however, is necessary.
Reverend John Russell, founder of the breed, was born in Dartmouth (Devon) in 1795 to a family with a
passion for hunting, especially fox-hunting. As a youth, helped by Robert Bovey, he already owned a small
pack of dogs. Later he married Penelope Bury, a passionate hunter herself. During his early youth John
Russell was encouraged in his passion for dogs by other terrier men of the day. Basically it was like Leo
Messi or Maradona growing up opposite a football field with the best trainers on hand …
Jokes apart, it was which were John Russell who, with “ TRUMP” (purchased from the milkman), managed
to produce those white terriers, sound aids for hunting in fox dens and would rapidly became world famous
It is worth noting that as he selected constantly sought to produce at a Parson Russell Terrier that was not too
‘tough’ but would flush out the prey from its den.
Choices were dictated naturally by necessity but also by the types of terrain where hunting took place:
marsh, woodland, heath. An attempt was thus made to produce at a dog that could run fast but also at a dog
which was resilient, with a mainly white coat, double coat of good sheen and naturally harsh.
An important step in this process of selection was the “Carlisle Tyro” which, as far as we can tell, was the
first ‘ideal type’ with those very features that breeders were aiming at.
John Russell passed away at the age of 89 years, quite an achievement in those days.
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CHAPTER 1
With my years and experience I have learnt a rule that has always helped me, both as a breeder and a human
being: “you can always ask more of yourself, but you cannot expect others to give what they should”.

A PARSON’S TALE
It was almost quarter past seven and he’d been driving five hours straight, fully aware that as the miles ticked
by he was tiring and increasing the risk. But his concentration skills were good and he was used to driving
hour after hour.
The thing was, he wanted to get there a little early, even just ten minutes before, so he could rest before
meeting Gabriele. He’d forced his friend to agree to yet another early morning meet: “quarter to eight, exit
Ginestra Fiorentina”. As he said it he closed his eyes expecting an explosion of violent protest, though none
came.
My Gabriele is ,not only a well-mannered and patient boy but he’s a real gentleman, he thought.
But he couldn’t help inflicting the pain of the early hour on the only person who could ‘train’ his little fivemonth-old Parson to the fox den. Since this particular test had become compulsory the artificial den was
common around Florence.
As he studied the merits of the test he spied a service station suitable for his needs. He pulled in, at last.
As soon as the dogs sensed that the vehicle was slowing down, they began to stir and, as always, his first
thought was for their needs before his own. It was stifling hot and no shade was to be found, so he decided to
leave the car with the windows open, just where he could see it, though at some distance from the entrance to
the service station. He knew his dogs only too well and made sure that the cage was properly locked. For
good measure he fastened on the snap-hook of the lead. ‘Two’s better than one’ he thought, reciting a
familiar advert. As he left the car he sighed with relief … at last he could stretch his legs! After a couple of
steps, though, he felt uneasy .He turned and checked that the dogs were still there. He would have liked to
enjoy a short rest without having to worry but it was impossible. He had no choice but to leave the car open
…
He knew that the dogs might be hassled or that some well-meaning soul might feed them something they
were unused to. At might cause any manner of stomach upsets and in that heat diarrhoea was the last thing
they needed at. It even crossed his mind that someone might steal them. His anxiety made him pause a
second but he decided to make it quick.“With one eye on the cat, the other on the fish, I’ll get by” (*).

* famous local saying
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He entered the coffee shop and, at first, the door wedged open made his task easier and he could keep his eye
on the car as he queued for his coffee. After a while, though, he realised that the queue wasn’t getting any
shorter, but was actually turning into a typical Italian free- for- all.
Impervious to the frowns of people in the queue, some people sneaked in with a steely expression befitting
their insolence.

“Look, I’ve no idea whether you’ve issued a receipt or not!” exclaimed the cashier to a woman bent down
over a pile of boxes behind the cash desk. They all heard a mumbled answer of which they understood little
save the negative nature of the response and tetchy tone, both because the voice appeared to come from
inside of a box and because it was delivered with the strong accent of Tuscany, not easy to grasp all the
words if you’re not from these parts.
Just a question of ‘intonation’ an English teacher might have said…
In short, they realised that paying for anything was going to take time. After a while the queue began to
breathe, wobble and splutter before it quietened to a resigned hush waiting patiently for the argument
between the two to subside.
He glanced towards the car, and though he couldn’t see very well he could at least make sure that no one was
approaching the dogs. As he made an effort to focus he heard someone say:
“This side please!” a pitying voice inviting customers to queue at the cash desk on the other side of the shop.
Moving now would mean losing sight of the car, suspending surveillance, if only for a minute.
That moment of indecision was fatal. Thinking instead of acting meant losing precious seconds, and being at
the end of the queue. So what now? Hope for the best and lose sight of the car or turn back with no coffee?
The latter seemed the wisest course of action but then he wondered why it was that he was always so afraid,
so suspicious of others. Come on, the idea that someone could quickly load his dogs into another vehicle and
make his escape did seem rather a remote possibility. It’s not as if we’re in the Bronx, he thought to himself
and decided to calm down, to have faith in his neighbours at least some of the time and so he joined the
queue, hoping for the best. As he waited he couldn’t help glancing towards the open door. A conditioned
reflex, an act of frustration dictated by the impossibility of being close to his dogs.
And so it was that after some moments he noticed a cute little puppy come in wagging his tail , no lead and
no owner. The manager must be a dog-lover, he thought, and lets his dogs roam around the service station …
dangerous! He couldn’t help but turn and stare at that little dog. There was something about it he recognised
…
It was Cudweed’s Hollyday, new “world junior winner”, one of the dogs he’d left in the car!!!
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How had he managed to get free? Maybe someone had tried to grab him and he managed to escape and …
what about the other one? What with these questions going around his head and his surprise, he hesitated a
tenth of a second, time enough for the young Parson to reach him, tail wagging and ready to leap.
He caught him on his second jump, fled from the coffee shop and headed towards the car to see what had
happened. So with the dog in his arms he raced across the car park under the blazing sun to reach where his
car still stood, unlocked. He looked inside, hesitating, breathless, fearing that he might find the cage empty
and cursing himself for being so stupid as to leave the dogs on their own, until his courage returned and he
could look inside …
A cute little tail wagged back in recognition. It was Lulù, the five-month-old puppy they were making this
trip for. There she was, quietly sitting in her place, in a cage that was perfectly locked! So how did Holly
ever manage to get out?
She was a bright dog, always lively, quick to understand and very clever. She must have memorised the
locking mechanism, having seen it being worked so many times, but the truth was that not only had she
opened it but she’d closed it as well, cage, snap-hook and all.
How on earth was it possible? … a real mystery … And why did she actually lock it after she’d got free?
Could it be something to do with a sense of responsibility of a mother towards her young?
Unlikely, I would think. Perhaps it was more to do with her wish to make sure everything was in its place, so
that her owner might not even notice that she’d gone walkabout?!We’ll never know, of course.
What is certain, though, is that this, too, is what makes a Parson Russell Terrier!
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CHAPTER 2
PRELIMINARY REMARKS ON THE STANDARD
Standard n. 339 of the Fédération Cynologique Internationale (FCI - sole standard of reference) describes
the ideal Parson Russell Terrier.
This standard is the goal towards which reproduction should be orientated, the measure used to evaluate, the
lens under which examination takes place.
It is crucial that not only judges and breeders be aware of this standard but also enthusiasts of the breed
The first duty of those who love the breed is to learn this standard well and ensure that an accurate
knowledge of it is widespread.
I am sure that most will agree. However there is a certain, though marginal, degree of poor information
about, most likely due to lazy study or lack of serious commitment. The idea of doing one’s best has faded,
and that pride in one’s skill and commitment to a task has been almost been, with few ethics as regards
carrying out one’s role.
This standard has been humbly and faithfully translated with no personal bias. We are indeed convinced that
in outlining a standard for the breed adjectives must be carefully selected to accurately express one thing
rather than another.
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STANDARD:
16.02.2011/EN
FCI-Standard N° 339
ORIGIN: Great Britain.
DATE OF PUBLICATION OF THE OFFICIAL VALID STANDARD: 13.10.2010.
UTILIZATION: Working terrier with ability to go to ground.
FCI-CLASSIFICATION: Group 3
Section 1

Terriers.
Large and medium sized
Terriers.
Working trial optional.

BRIEF HISTORICAL SUMMARY: For many years, great controversy existed in the ranks of the terrier
fanciers over a type of terrier called somewhat vaguely ‘the Jack Russell’. Applications were received by the
Kennel Club from a considerable number of devotees of a strain of Fox Terriers bred by a Victorian hunting
parson, the Reverend John Russell. Eventually this robust and workmanlike type of terrier was recognised
and given the breed name – Parson Russell Terrier.
GENERAL APPEARANCE: Workmanlike, active and agile, without exaggeration. Built for stamina and
endurance, overall picture of balance and flexibility. Honourable scars permissible.
IMPORTANT PROPORTIONS: Well balanced. Overall length from point of shoulder to point of buttock
slightly longer than height from withers to ground. Length from nose to stop slightly shorter than from stop
to occiput.
BEHAVIOUR AND TEMPERAMENT: Originally a terrier bred to work fox, a confident, energetic and
happy dog that has the ability and conformation to go to ground. Bold and friendly.

HEAD
Head wedge shaped.
CRANIAL REGION:
Skull: Flat, moderately broad, gradually narrowing to the eyes.
Stop: Shallow.
FACIAL REGION:
Nose: Black.
Jaws / Teeth: Jaws strong, muscular. Teeth of a good size and set square to the jaws, with a perfect, regular
and complete scissor bite, i.e. upper teeth closely overlapping the lower teeth and set square to the jaws.
Cheeks: Not prominent.
Eyes: Dark, almond shaped, never prominent. Keen, intelligent expression.
Ears: Size in proportion with the head. V-shaped, dropping forward, tip of ear to be level with outer corner
of eye. Fold not above top of skull. Leather of moderate thickness.
NECK: Clean, muscular, of good length, gradually widening and well set into the shoulders.
BODY:
Back: Strong, straight and flexible.
Loin: Strong and slightly arched.
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Chest: Of moderate depth, not extending below point of elbow. Capable of being spanned behind the
shoulders by average size hands. Ribs carried well back, not over-sprung nor slab-sided.
TAIL: Previously customarily docked.
Docked: Length complementing the body. Strong, preferably straight, moderately high set, carried well up
on the move, may be carried lower when relaxed.

Undocked: Of moderated length, preferably straight, giving a general balance to the dog. Thick at the root
and tapering towards the tip. Moderately high set, carried well up on the move, may be carried lower when
relaxed.
LIMBS
FOREQUARTERS:
General appearance: Moderate width between the forelegs, well set under the body.
Shoulder: Long and sloping, well laid back, cleanly cut at withers.
Upper arm: Of equal length to the shoulder and at such an angle that legs are carried well back under the
body, below the point of the withers.
Elbow: Close to body, working free of the sides.
Forearm: Strong and straight, turning neither in nor out. Length of forelegs should be slightly greater than
depth of body.
Metacarpus (Pastern): Strong and flexible.
Forefeet: Compact with firm pads, toes moderately arched, never flat or open, turning neither in nor out.
HINDQUARTERS:
General appearance: Strong, muscular, with good angulation.
Stifle (Knee): Good bend of stifle, without exaggeration.
Lower thigh: Well developed.
Hock joint: Set low.
Metatarsus (Rear Pastern): Parallel, giving plenty of drive.
Hind feet: As forefeet.
GAIT / MOVEMENT: Free-striding, ground covering gait, without exaggeration. Strides should be of good
length, never stilted or high-stepping. Hindquarters providing plenty of drive. Well co-ordinated; straight
action front and behind.
SKIN: Thick and loose.

COAT:
Hair: Whether rough, broken or smooth naturally harsh, flat, straight, close and dense with good undercoat.
Weather-resistant. Belly and undersides coated. The prepared (i.e. trimmed) coat should appear natural,
never clipped.
Colour: White or predominantly white with tan, lemon or black markings, or any combination of these
colours. The colour preferably confined to the head and/or root of tail, but a little body colour is acceptable.
SIZE:
Height at the withers:

Males: Ideal height 36 cms.
Females: Ideal height 33 cms.
Most importantly soundness and balance should be maintained whilst taking into account that this terrier,
bred to work fox, should be capable of being spanned behind the shoulders by average sized hands. With
these provisos, lower heights are acceptable, however.
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FAULTS: Any departure from the foregoing points should be considered a fault and the seriousness with
which the fault should be regarded should be in exact proportion to its degree and its effect upon the health
and welfare of the dog and on its ability to perform its traditional work.
DISQUALIFYING FAULTS:
•
Aggressive or overly shy.
•
Any dog clearly showing physical or behavioural abnormalities shall be disqualified.
N.B.: Male animals should have two apparently normal testicles fully descended into the scrotum.

PARSON RUSSELL TERRIER

This illustration does not necessarily show the ideal example of the breed
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COMMENT ON THE STANDARD
The standard reworked on 13 October 2010 is more specific than the previous one of 25 October 2000.
Often emphasised is the importance of “soundness and balance” along with good ‘spannability’.
I decided to translate the text from the official FCI site
I’d recommend this anytime. Besides being an interesting linguistic task, it does help you to fix some
important features in your mind.
The ‘ideal’ height at withers of dogs and bitches is emphasised.
The term ‘ideal’ is followed, rightly in my mind, by an exact height leaving no margin: 36cm dogs and
33cm bitches.
In Italy, though, this has given rise to endless discussion.
Personally I find this hard to explain since:
1) The ideal height at withers has remained unchanged.
2) No admiration has ever been lost or a championship win denied to an example measuring one or two
centimetres above or below the ideal height at withers, as long as it is a perfect expression of the
merits of the ideal type.
(See height at withers of most recent champions, as declared by the breeders themselves).
Thus said, the fact remains that dogs with the ideal height at withers are few and far between. Many have
rightly focused on this aspect, which risks becoming an issue if not dealt with adequately.
It is worth considering that where we stand today depends on various factors over time:
It is a fact that the Parson Russell and the Jack Russell derive from a single strain whose height at withers
altered to fit one or the other over the years. It is also true that, not so long ago many examples with Jack
Russell Terriers for parents were termed Parson Russell Terriers and vice versa.
It is has been further established that, currently many famous breeders abroad have manifested their public
disapproval of the poor assessment given to some fine examples of Parson Russell Terriers with a height at
withers of 32 cm.
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Though height at withers is an important issue (it is worth remembering that this is a considerable problem in
the UK), I do think that the key, as always, is to find the right balance.
This issue should not be underestimated but while it takes time to select and eradicate such a widespread
fault, I do feel that there is a risk of actually penalising the ‘ideal’ type by rewarding examples with a 1 cm
margin.
Another point of interest which should be considered when selecting and judging is one that is taken into
account at major events where breeds are judged by specialists (Crufts, European and worldwide events):
‘Spannability’, but more so the harmony and balance which an example shows, both still and in motion.
These features are extremely important functional parameters.
Let’s try to understand what a Parson Russell Terrier should be by looking at the standards.
First of all the standard recommends observing the overall appearance:
A perfect shape, suitable for its function, which represents the ‘sum’ of the expression of the example.
It must be spannable (according to standard) to enter easily into a den, be sufficiently flexible to turn
around, have smooth muscles that do not create too much bulk and therefore impede movement below
ground.
Specific mention is made of the ribs. These should lie well back and be neither over-sprung nor slab-sided.
The chest should be sufficient to allow adequate breathing below ground, with as little expansion as possible,
producing a downward movement of the chest on air intake.
Another important point specifically referred to in the current standard concerns the ratio between length of
forelegs and depth of body.
Until now the ratio sought for Parson Russell Terriers working in fox holes was 1:1, which has a functional
purpose.
Current standards, however, state:
“length of forelegs should be slightly greater than length of body.”
There are significant implications here.
It is worth considering the position of the chest: slightly above the point of elbow.
And so, lesser depth. In this way it should be perfectly spannable by an average pair of hands.

As regards the loin, it should be “strong and slightly arched”
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Nowadays, some examples have a straight or almost straight loin. This is a fault that unfortunately seems to
be increasingly prevalent. Strict adherence to standards is not only a duty but also fundamental for its
functionality. The specific formation of this area is of considerable importance since it influences the
capacity to drive forwards in the fox den.

Finally, a brief, but by no means less important, consideration regarding the head.
It is here, in the way it watches, in its penetrating expression that its soul finds expression.
We should bear in mind that the Parson Russell Terrier should express the animus of an alert dog, with a
well-developed predatory instinct, sensitive to its surroundings, neither lazy nor idle.
According to standard, the head should be wedge shaped.
This brief comment on certain salient standard points is by no means exhaustive. I would urge you, therefore,
to refer to the standard and read it with care as it provides a fundamental aid in improving our understanding
of the Parson Russell Terrier.
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CHAPTER 3
BARKING
The Parson Russell Terrier often shows just how clever he is in many different ways. My own
terrier has a special skill that I found out about by chance. During the year I often spend some time
at my mother’s house by the sea.
It’s longer than it is wide so that the garden is at the far end of the house. I spend hours in the
garden tending the plants and at times am forced to get my mother to give me a hand.
One day I was at the top of a ladder and after calling my mother for ages without success I turned
to my little terrier friend: “go and call mum" I said. Without batting an eyelid she turned and
disappeared inside the house. I could hear her barking and my mother shouting “go away, leave me
alone" at which I was astonished! I thought it was simply a coincidence until my poor mother
appeared in the garden moaning about my dog hassling her. At that moment I realised that my little
terrier had become an excellent aid to combat my mother’s hearing difficulty. Since then, whenever
I need my mother’s help I just get my little furry friend to call her.

Michelle
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Breeding
I think I have always wanted to breed dogs, ever since I was small, because of my passion for
animals and nature. I cannot honestly recall ever being without a pet in the house: chickens, ducks,
doves, tortoises, canaries, goldfish. Then as I got older I didn’t buy them, I caught them: snails,
lizards, grass snakes, grasshoppers, jars full of fireflies. So much so that my mother was afraid to
empty my pockets, not knowing what animals might be hiding in there.
Later, much later, came my beloved dogs, which at first always seemed to disappear after only a
few days. In the end, after much sorrow, I was left with a little boxer, a present from uncle Ninì.

After many years, much waiting, a lot of patience and various sacrifices, that need is still present,
very much so. Some days I do feel tired but I couldn’t imagine life without my dogs.

I don’t think I’m presumptuous, although taking up writing might give that impression .I think I can
honestly say that I am simply besotted, that I need to share my experiences with such a fine breed of
dog. Let’s proceed, then, somewhat naturally with the subject of puppies:

HYGIENE AND FEEDING
You most likely took your puppy home after 60 days at least and hopefully weaning began well
after day 25.What I mean is that if the puppy is weaned at day 26 or 27 or even later, so much the
better.
Its stomach will be in better shape and ready to digest solids (usually biscuits designed specially for
puppies) and will have been protected far longer with antibodies present in its mother’s milk.
It is obvious that if teething is complete it will be no easy task to persuade the mother to continue
feeding. Thus, it goes without saying that putting off weaning depends on whether incisors have
come through, teeth which may impede feeding or scratch the nipple, as well as the patience of the
mother herself. Though it is a hardy breed, dogs weaned after day 20 generally have fewer intestinal
problems compared with dogs weaned earlier (day 19 or 20).
Dogs should naturally be kept in the best of conditions and when it comes to puppies this means the
important step of worming. Personally I proceed with worming when a bitch is coming on heat and
for puppies the first worming should take place a little after day 30.
Before the first vaccination it is a good rule to give a second dose of anthelmintic drugs after tests
on the faeces. During the dog’s life it is important to remember that anthelmintic treatment should
be administered at least once a year.
The exterior of the dog is almost completely covered with fur and though I might not agree with the
categorical sentiment of this phrase I have to say that a good coat is often a sign of good health.

To keep the coat glossy and clean, and the skin thick and loose, there are some (of the old school)
who believe that the Parson Russell Terrier with a capital ‘p’ should never be washed. This idea
springs from the fact that the terrier is naturally equipped with a glossy coat, which cleans itself of
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impurities. Some, on the other hand (mostly dog-handlers and experts in this field), claim that a
good coat belongs to a clean dog. Thus, the terrier should be bathed at least once a week (my
hygiene-conscious mother would agree here). Personally I respect the dog and wouldn’t feel
comfortable with such a frequent cleaning regime. I think a seasonal bath is quite sufficient, unless
the dog, attracted by the irresistible smell of the faeces he encounters on his walks, decides to come
home covered in it.
I do think, though, that it is the duty of the owner, whether a breeder or not, especially if the dog is
meant for showing, to make sure that its beard is free of food residue and its teeth free of tartar.
Daily cleaning and brushing will help you to realise if there’s anything wrong with your dog’s body
or ears.
The Terrier’s digestive system involves a relatively large stomach and a rather short intestinal tract.
As with all carnivores digestion is a lengthy process. It is good practice, then, to avoid work or
vigorous movement after eating.
I feed my dogs four meals a day up to day 60/90. Then, just three meals a day after 6/8 months, so
that by eight months, he should be on two meals a day (morning and evening).
Feeding may vary depending on appetite, rate of growth or simply if the dogs looks as if need it
greater sustenance. At times a puppy may appear to have little appetite (he doesn’t race to his bowl
or he might often leave food). Perhaps the best move is to have him miss a meal, sharing the food
among the other meals (from three to four meals a day). Or he might prefer moist food instead, or a
sprinkling of Parmesan cheese or a tiny dose of minced meat. What is certain is that the food should
only be available for a few minutes before it is removed and that no food should be given until the
next feeding time.
In any case it takes care and sensitivity in everything that has to do with both puppies and their
mothers, whether they are expecting or feeding. It needs a watchful eye and readiness to intervene
at the first sign of trouble.
It would be a mistake to think that ‘nature’ alone can suffice. It is up to us to monitor growth, to
provide the right stimulus for our puppies and guide them along their way.
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THE FIRST PARSON RUSSELL TERRIER IN ITALY
With MASSIMO BELLINI

When I first became interested in the Parson Jack Russell Terrier (as it was then known) back in
1996, a sound reference point was the Pianacci breeders run by Bellini and Tatini.
After reading all there was to read about the breed (which amounted to very little at the time), I was
curious to learn more about this bold and fiery terrier, full of character, rough and ready, compact,
gentle yet fearless so, on 12 August 1997 I decided to go and see Massimo Bellini at his home in
Colle di Val d'Elsa. And so it was that I began my adventure with the terrier that I would then begin
to breed in fact I still do.
To know Massimo Bellini is to encounter the collected works of the Parson Russell Terrier, a true
selector, breeder, dog-lover and terrier man (to use a well-loved term). He is one of only a handful
of people in Italy who understand and are able to explain what a Parson Russell Terrier is, should be
and why.
I came back home loaded with photocopies from national and international journals featuring
articles on the Parson Russell and the Jack Russell, a difference that was already evident but still
awaited official confirmation in the UK, home to the Parson Russell.That day I was overwhelmed
and came back with a four-year-old Parson Russell bitch, (Pianacci’s Indiana) who gave me my first
litter of puppies a few months later but that’s another story.
Back to Massimo Bellini, I do believe that anybody who has this terrier today owes it to him. My
duty, then, is not only to cite him in this booklet on the breed but also to include, in some small way
his thoughts and experiences.
As regards his breeding experience he told us:
M.B. :
“It’s quite difficult to make a choice between one dog and another. There are so many memories, of
the ones that achieved success but also the ones that weren’t quite as good or quite as sound. I learnt
something from all of them, but I should mention three in particular:
1. At Galliano del Mugello, a meeting organised by the Società Italiana Terriers (SIT) in
March 1988, Prof. Dagradi showed a long-legged Jack Russell, a breed still unrecognised by
the FCI and Omar was best example.
2. Pianacci’s Circe, a fine example of a working dog obtained CAC and CACIT
3. From Circe and Rednock Rusty Never the Last, Pianacci’s Una, who gained European
Champion status at nine months.
To these three we could add others who featured at shows, trials and meetings, achieving good
results. But not wishing to forget any of them I don’t want to name them. I’d prefer instead to
acknowledge all the owners of Pianacci dogs who followed me at various dog shows and gave me
their support and whom I cannot thank enough.”

At this point, taking advantage of his helpfulness I asked him to tell us how the Parson Russell
Terrier began in Italy and to explain, from his point of view, how its breeding developed in Europe:
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M.B.:
“In 1986 I imported two Parson Russell Terrier bitches, Gardgirth Cassandra (known as Cass) and
Firville Kerry, when the breed still came under the name of Jack Russell Terrier. I had no other
information regarding examples of this breed other than the short-legged Jack Russell Terrier (as it
was known then) imported after horses from Ireland. I, too, had thought about importing a shortlegged Jack Russell Terrier, unaware of any other breed, but I was lucky to meet a Scotsman, now
passed away unfortunately, who, as befitting a Scotsman, gave me some advice, the exact words of
which I can still remember: “don’t throw your money away, first we’ll make some proper
enquiries.”
So that’s what we did and we found out that the long-legged type, though not officially recognised,
did come under the protection of a club, which had drawn up a standard for the breed, a standard
shared by other clubs in Europe.There were clubs in Germany, England, Scotland, the Netherlands
and Finland. Each kept stud books and issued pedigrees.
In Scotland puppies could be registered at six months and not before, so that they could be sure of
the coat type (wire-haired or smooth) and height (long or short legs).There was a club in Ireland,
too, but the dogs registered were mainly short legged.
I don’t know current breeding practices in Europe, because I no longer follow breed developments
so keenly. But up until five or six years ago, Germany was in the lead, followed by Belgium, France
and one or two examples in the Netherlands. Credit goes to Germany since they were the first to
adopt a breed standard for shows and trials, and because they have stuck to this standard rigidly.”
To conclude this brief summary of the Parson Russell Terrier’s origins in Italy, I feel it might be
appropriate to consider future developments and, of course, puppies. So, as I prepared to take my
leave and thank him for this short but significant contribution, I asked him based on your
experience, “Massimo, how would you choose a puppy? What are the main features you would
advise me to look for before making a choice?”
M.B.:
“It’s hard to choose a puppy when you see it just once, for a few minutes. The litter should be
observed over a few days because first impressions can be misleading. There is no magic formula
for choosing a puppy .Anyway, when you go to a breeder to choose a puppy you should also see the
sire and dam.
I really feel unhappy about seeing a litter but not being able to see whose puppies they are. It’s true
that both parents are not always present but I would certainly do a bit of research beforehand and
make sure that I’ve had a look at both sire and dam.

As you watch the puppies you should take note of their character: not too fearful or submissive, but
not too aggressive either. You should also notice the features which characterise this breed,
hopefully matched with an excellent character as well. Unfortunately, the ability to identify the best
example is a gift that nature may or may not bestow you.
The expert eye needs time and experience, though this may not even suffice for some.
If you go to a competent and honest breeder then you can trust his or her advice. Otherwise it’s best
to choose the one you feel most drawn to.
Some advice for first-time buyers: take the one you like best, visit shows and meetings, watch the
dogs that get the best results (though they will certainly not be perfect) compare them to your own
dog. You will begin to understand, as we all have, a little bit more about the dog you’ve purchased,
and with time you should be able to make a good choice yourself.
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Remember that huge sums of money don’t necessarily guarantee a fine example.”

I’d like readers to think back to the days when breeding the Parson Russell Terrier began in Italy.
Cell phones began to spread in the late ‘eighties, with PCs and especially the Internet, some time
after.

So imagine just how hard it was to get reliable information, how much effort it took to overcome
practical difficulties often consisting of miles and miles of driving here and there.
I remember the first male I saw was in Borgomanero by an example owned by Nadia Sottile:
Clistland Orsino.
I had never actually seen the dog, just heard about it from friends and there was absolutely no way
of getting any more information other than motoring over to Borgomanero…
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CHAPTER 4
INTRODUCING THE PUPPY TO ITS NEW HOME
Dr. LUCA DE ROSE - psychologist
Native Sioux have no name for horse, but literally call it a ‘big dog’. In actual fact … “When the
Sioux first saw the horse brought from overseas by Spanish conquistadors they had no idea what it
was. But when they saw it move, when they saw how faithful it was, how it would stick to its rider,
even as he lay dead, they could only associate these characteristics with those of the dog”. Jane
Goodall, British ethologist and anthropologist.
Current scientific studies have proved that dogs react to experiences and feelings on the basis of
what psychologists term emotive intelligence, meaning that aspect of intelligence linked to the
capacity to recognise, evaluate and manage knowingly their own emotions and those of others. An
awareness of one’s own emotions is a key element in reaching a fulfilling social life based on
exchange and empathy in a relationship that may involve several subjects.
When a dog enters a new home, whatever kind of family it may be, this experience is read in much
the same way as a new puppy joining the pack where the subjects, responsible for this new
‘production of emotions’ are the members of the family, and thus members of the pack.
In a pack (as in any social group an individual joins) the dog identifies the various members,
reading and interpreting not only their emotions towards himself but also the emotional exchange
among the various members of the family. Thus he is able to identify the leader, the second in
command, his peers and those beneath him. To fail to recognise that animal psychology is unable to
make these distinctions is to seriously underestimate “man’s best friend”. Dogs work through
logical and consequential thought, albeit to a simpler extent than human beings, but as we shall see
below their logic is much more practical and linear as they avoid or ignore the complex process of
working out their own personal return, solipsistic and opportunistic, typical of the human mind, a
pushy and scheming mechanism of hypocrisy orientated towards the pursuit of one’s own
wellbeing, which each and every one of us, consciously and subconsciously, carries out on a daily
basis.
Dogs do not behave in the same way. The dog is the pack, works with and on behalf of the pack.
Once family roles have been identified (which may vary over time) the dog will behave according
to the social structure, which for him represents a good part of his world.
Each pack, each family is unique, and dogs can read and recognise this uniqueness. Though others
may come and go in the family, the ‘pack’, they will never be recognised as an important part of the
whole. Dogs will tend to respect the pack leader and depend on him (or her), for their basic needs,
food, water and physical wellbeing.
Once the puppy enters its new home, it will spend some time observing and attempting to
understand its new world. It will soon learn how to read and interpret human emotions, how to
recognise the various levels of stress, anger or joy in the voice of its owner. It will rapidly associate
the private relationship it has with its owner to the mechanisms of reward and punishment.
The dog’s mind, however, cannot go beyond this. The family in the role of the modern pack
represents a huge handicap to the dog, the lack of socialisation with others of the species. As with
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human beings, socialisation is a factor of primary importance for dogs. A lack of socialisation as a
puppy will produce an insecure adult, being at ease with human beings only rather than other dogs.
The psychological aspects of the other members of the family are just as important to instil trust and
create cohesion in the new family. The importance of sharing out affection, which a parent may
practise within the family, paying particular attention to the ‘newcomer’, may be easily compared to
the arrival of a new child in the family, with all the risks of how existing children may react. It is
necessary, then, to introduce the dog within the family, identifying his affective role, emphasising
his presence as an integral part of the family so that he may be viewed as a friend or ‘new brother or
sister’ rather than as a new toy to provide a distraction from social or emotional issues within the
family. Such emotional disengagement may lead to problems associated with the presence of the
dog such as allergies or even cognitive distortion arising from the inability to focus on even the
most routine tasks, which become impossible to carry out and the blame inevitably falls upon the
dog.
It is no wonder that this may happen with the children in the home. Any importance given to the
new arrival, whether it be dog or baby should not be a source of emotional or organisational
breakdown. The new arrival should not stop the home from functioning regularly. It is important,
then, to supply just the right dose of ‘emotional investment’ they deserve.
This does explain how important it is to neither under- or overestimate the arrival of a dog in the
home. As with a newborn child (with obvious significant differences), a new puppy should not
upset family life but neither should it be an answer to every problem nor the cause. It should
gradually find its place, an innate need of the dog himself. It is often the families themselves that
turn this event upside down instead of allowing it to take its natural course.
A dog should not and cannot become “the joy, the soul or the whole life” for a person, because that
is not what we are for him. This view may provoke argument in that most people who own a dog
often make it their life’s purpose almost, and when they talk about their four-legged friend their
eyes mist over and the voice tremors. It’s true to say that the results of pet therapy are indisputable
and the social improvements that a new dog may bring in situations of isolation have been
extraordinary. We are not talking here about these extremely important results on a psychological
level, though, but an excessive identification or emotional investment we put into the dog, which
works against the successful integration into the home.
It is crucial not to give more importance to the new arrival than it deserves, otherwise it is the dog
who will become the leader, not because of his natural supremacy but simply because he will
instinctively feel that he has a duty to lead the pack in the absence of a head. Once this delicate
phase is over, feel free to indulge.
A new dog in the family will soon become a star. It is important to recognise that a dog may
perform several functions because with a pet we can talk, let off steam, interact, play and learn,
“hard to do with a teddy bear”. Interaction with an animal, with a family pet, can guarantee a
calming effect: such interaction is free from rigid social rules and, especially, destructive feelings of
competition. The loving relationship formed with the dog will be the same as the relationship that
any sane person will form with their child, a relationship that may, at times, appear to be
overshadowed but is rarely absent for long. The educational, pedagogical function linked to
childhood will no doubt bring into play the subconscious memory of raising a child and allow us to
relive a familiar experience.
Furthermore, the dog will inevitably act as a stress ‘cushion’ for all the family. The emotional
support that a dog can give is still an object of psychological, systemic- relational study, from the
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reawakening of responsibility in a father, to providing company in old age and restoring the
emotional balance in many serious cases involving children and adolescents.
Dog Therapy is currently widely used in the United States and Northern Europe. The emotional and
relational potential that a puppy can bring to the family is enormous and diverse according to the
type of family concerned. The spontaneous and natural communication skills of a dog make it a
catalyst for social interaction, which can only serve to improve the balance in a metropolitan pack.

Here ends this brief summary on the Parson Russell Terrier.
Certainly, the argument could have been treated in a way that is more in keeping with the official
line, with perhaps more detailed study and, as I might have wished, a concerted effort from the
people working in this field, whose passion and enthusiasm deserves to be included here, if only to
show how much passion this fine breed engenders.
We have often been concerned about the absence of a book or even a booklet in Italian, accessible
to all, that could help lead to a better understanding of the breed and increase the popularity of the
Parson Russell Terrier in Italy.
I do hope, in any case, that many of you will view this booklet as a furrow in which to plant the
seeds of your own experience, stories and thoughts. You could even add a chapter of your own (if
possible in Italian and/or English).
If you wish, please send any material you have to: info@jackdisopravento.it.
Best Regards,

Corrado
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